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As we start Advent this week, let’s take a look at Isaiah 64: 1-9. This passage is an excellent way to start off Advent. It starts with “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down”.  Advent is a twofold celebration.  We first are celebrating Jesus’ birth but we are also waiting for his return! In verses 4-5, Isaiah shows us God’s character and why Jesus came.  In verse 4, He exclaims, “no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.” Isn’t it good news to know that our God acts on our behalf just because we are waiting for him! In verse 5 we see why Jesus came. In verse 5, Isaiah makes a shocking statement and question to us, “You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved?” We all have sinned against our fellow man.  So how can we be saved? Jesus! Hallelujah!! Through God’s love he sent His son to us! Advent is the celebration, anticipation and proclamation of our Lord‘s birth and return!

Today, we can really shine as disciples of Jesus if we take hold of this passage and tell the world that Jesus is returning! Many of us celebrate the birth of Jesus at this time of year but how many of us celebrate his coming back during the Advent season?  If we start celebrating the expectation of his return we will get a glimpse on how patiently God’s people waited for the birth of the Messiah so many years ago. The question may turn to how patient are we in this day and age? This may give way to verse 8 in our passage. “Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.”  How many of us in today’s world think about God being our potter and just being clay in his hands?  The world doesn’t look at God in those eyes anymore. Challenge yourselves to let God be in control this Advent and see what God does with your life!

This passage really speaks to me.  I took the verse “Thy will be done” into my heart and really applied it this year.  I allowed God to be the potter.  I won’t lie to you; it is a challenge to be nothing but clay. It is hard to deny yourself and say “God I am yours. Do with me as you wish.”  I failed a lot but God surprised me by showing me how much grace he really has with us and how much he is willing to walk with us hand in hand if we allow him to mold us into who he wants us to be.  God provided all my needs and even showed me how he acts on behalf of those who wait for him! Go out and celebrate the two fold Advent this year and let God mold your lives! 
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